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CAIRO FOR THE SECRETARY'S PARTY 

E O 1 1652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR, MOPS, SY, IS 

SUB J : AMB'S MEETING WITH POWS FAMILIES 

1. 1 MET YESTERDAY WITH 3-MEMBER DELEGATION REPRESENTING 

A COMMITTEE OF FAMILIES OF ISRAELI POWS AND MIA ON SYRIAN FRONT. 
THE GROUP, WHICH SAID IT REPRESENTED THE VIEWS OF THE 100-PLUS 
FAMILIES, WANTED ME TO KNOW AT THE OUTSET THAT THEY 
THOROUGHLY DISAPPROVE OF THE "BLACK 

PANTHER" GROUP WHICH DEMONSTRATED MONDAY BEFORE THE U.S. 
CONSULATE IN JERUSALEM DEMANDING U.S. CARRY OUT ITS "PROMISE" 

TO OBTAIN POW RELEASE. 

2. GROUP VOLUNTEERED THAT IT HAD NO INTENTION OF DEMONSTRATING 
AGAINST US, BUT DID BELIEVE THAT USG HAD MADE "PROMISE" TO 
ACHIEVE PRISONER EXCHANGE. I NOTED THAT IT WAS NEVER IN OUR POWER 
TO MAKE SUCH A PROMISE,BUT THAT WE HAD PLEDGE OUR EFFORTS REACH 
POW EXCHANGE AND WE ARE FOLLOWING THROUGH VIGOROUSLY. 

3. 1 EMPHASIZED THAT IF THERE IS ONE COUNTRY WHICH UNDERSTANDS 
AND SYMPATHIZES WITH ANXIETY OF FAMILIES, IT IS THE U.S. IN 
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VIEW OF THE AGONY WE WENT THROUGH IN GETTING OUR VIETNAM POWS 
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BACK. 

4. DELEGATION SAID IT HOPED MEETING COULD BE ARRANGED WITH 
SECRETARY KISSINGER THIS WEEKEND. I NOTED THAT HIS TIME IS 
FULLY OCCUPIED, BUT THAT IF GROUP WISHED TO PASS ON A MESSAGE 
I WOULD MAKE CERTAIN HE RECEIVES IT. GROUP AGREED 

THIS WAS PROBABLY BEST COURSE. 

5. COMMENT: I HAVE NO DOUBT THAT THIS GROUP WILL KEEP ITS WORD 
AND NOT DEMONSTRATE DURING SECRETARY'S VISIT, BUT IT 

WOULD NOT SURPRISE ME IF EXTREMISTS SEEK TO MOUNT DEMONSTRATION 
AT THAT TIME. 

KEATING 
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